CEASE FIRE ON IRAC

END THE NO-FLY ZONE BOMBINGS

April 6, 2001

Ten years ago, on April 6, 1991, Iraq signed on to United Nations Security Council Resolution 687, formglizing
the cease-fire to end the “Gulf War.” Today, the only major violations of the cease-fire come in the fprm of
bombings by United States and British airplanes patrolling the so-called “no-fly zones” (NFZs) in norgh and
south Irag. While another resolution (#688) expresses concern that Iraq respect the rights of all its pepple, th
zones are not specifically created or endorsed by any U.N. documents or resolutions.

attack reportedly killed 3 civilians and wounded 30 more. Since that time, there have been four more bgmbing:
(2121, 2/22, 3/20, and 3/30). Two of those incidents involved “flare bombs,” incendiary devices designed to
distract anti-aircraft fire, which Iraq says are being used to burn crops and property.

On February 16, President George W. Bush ordered a bombing outside the NFZs, close to Baghcjad. Th

Since the December, 1998 “Desert Fox” bombing of Baghdad and other parts of Iraq, U.S. and Briish air
raids have become, in Bush's words, “routine.” In 1999, they attacked 138 times; an average of onge ever
three days; in 2000, the average came closer to once every five days. Although less frequent, there Have be
a total of 13 bombings just in the first 95 days of 2001; an average of once per week. Most people]are no
aware of these bombings. The March 30 bombing received only two sentenceé3drgpihieian News about
the bombings can, however, easily be found on the web attributed to wire services REAEFE, UPI, etc.).

Agence France Presse reports that the total number of Iragis
wounded in 1999 was 371, with 156 people killed; in 2000,
556 were wounded and 159 killed; Iraq says at least 37 more
have been wounded and 8 more killed this y&as is a total

of 323 people, many civilians, killed as part of a near-silent
ten-year war that has lasted longer than any other in U.S. histo

In addition to conventional bombs and flare-bombs, the U.Sa ¥, ‘."‘""_ o
has reportedly also been using cluster bombs (which conta'in‘?i-
145 little bomblets and, unexploded, look like toys to childrefe.- N A
and Joint Stand Off Weapons, tested in the February 16 attack ~ :
(JSOWs have arange of 40 miles and are guided by satellitéél;)_-:ﬂ;:_ O e 55

THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION CONSIDERS CHANGING POLICY

The Bush administration is reportedly rethinking the policy of the NFZs. Unfortunately, they are sendipg out
mixed messages. Secretary of State Colin Powell has described “three baskets” of U.S. policy in Iraq: * i

Costs of patrolling the[ the Iraqgis will shoot down a plane with their random anti-aircraft fire. (Althoygh
no-fly zones in 2000 wa$ with the accidental bombing of 5 Americans and one New Zealander by U.S.
$1.1 billion. in Kuwait on March 12, along with the military mishaps involving submarines pnd
—Chicago Tribune 3/26/01 | several other airplanes, it is clear the U.S. may pose the greatest risk to itsgf.)

TheTribunealso quoted legal experts who worried that the U.S. should not end the patrols, which allpgedly
are to prevent Iraqgi air flights, since they “provide at least some legal pretext for airstrikes on Iraq.”




CEASE FIRE ON IRAQ: END THE NO-FLY ZONE BOMBINGS (april 6, 2001, contd)

Many countries, as well as some newspapers and reporters, are encouraging ch&igeagodribunes

March 26 editorial called for a re-thinking of the no-fly zone policies, citing a “major downside” of the rdids:

deaths of scores of Iraqgis, the outrage of other Arab nations, and eroding global respect.

Reporter John Pilger, whose British television documentary “Paying the Price: Killing the Children of jraq”
was released last year, states that British Royal Air Force pilots are protesting the way the zones afe beir
enforced. Apparently, they are ordered to return to their base in Turkey while the Turkish Air Forcg¢ flies
— —] bombing runs to attack suspecte

-grgpi'(::t:dlz% Norr - ﬂ:'p"ﬂﬁ: encampments of the PKK, a Kurdish grou

Mirepower and | B v g which has bases in northern Irag. Althoug

muate the bombin i imae i | the NFZs were ostensibly set up to protegt

Irag’s minority populations in the north
(the Kurds) and the south (Shi'it
Muslims), the pilots noted that those kille
and wounded by the Turks and by allie
planes often include the very peopl
allegedly being protected.
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Countries which condemned the U.S. bombing of Irag on February 16 include: Russia, France, Ching (thre
permanent members of the U.N. Security council), Malaysia, Syria, Saudi Arabia and India. Many Arab
nations, once members of the coalition which fought to get Iraq out of Kuwait in 1991, have denounded the
U.S. bombings, particularly in recent months. With the Palestinian uprising and the harsh Israeli reqponse

the Arab community is uniting. At a late March summit, the Arab League—including Kuwait— called
lifting of sanctions, and stopped short of condemning the no-fly zone policies only because of a dis
wording between Iraq and Kuwait.

ora
pute Ir

On April 2, Reuters reported that U.S. planes dropped leaflets warning Iragi soldiers not to fire at then. As s

the case with the U.S. plane which crashed into Chinese planes, one has to wonder what right the U.
fly in or near these other countries’ airspace without international support.

5. has

Meanwhile, the U.S. is looking at changing the sanctions on Iraq, in place since August, 1990, so th

t mor

humanitarian aid can get in, and commercial flights may resume (although some 20 countries hav¢ flowr
humanitarian flights into Iraq since September), while keeping all of Irag’s oil proceeds flowing throgigh a
U.N.-controlled account in Irag. The lowest estimate of the number of people who have died as a resUt of th

sanctions, in combination with the effects of the country’s infrastructure being destroyed in the 1991
500,000. (Higher estimates are that over 1.5 million Iragis have died.)

var, is

WHAT CAN YOU DO? CONTACT INFORMATION
Call for the end of the no-fly zone patrols. Send a message END THE BOMBING anp LIFT THE SANCTIONS :
They have no legal basis, they are destrucYgy securiyy counci USS. Representative
dangerous and costly. United Nations Headquarters to the United Nations
Tell your friends and neighbors. New York, NY 10017 799 UN Plaza
Tell your elected representatives, call the medialgfefretary General Kofi Annan (212’\;64\,{;211(62111592(1)22
ask them to cover this story so that people will krjgig2) 963 brosident Georde W Bush
th_it is being do_ne in their name. | | Secretary of State 1600 Pennsy?vania Ave
While you're at it, call for an end to the sanctioppgzolin Powell i

- 2 647-6575 Washington, DC 20500
The U.N. was not created to run the world's natfori&®2 647- (202) 456-1111 +1 +1
in the way that they now control most of Iragg>ecretary of Defense president@whitehouse.gov

Donald Rumsfeld

H?BS) 695-5261 For more information contact

\oices in the Wilderness (Chicago)
(773) 784-8065; kkelly@igc.orgmw.nonviolence.orghvitw

financial resources.
The people will never be able to change their leadefs
if they are hungry and ill and see their governmeijt|&snate Committee o

i i Foreign Relations ; i
protecting them from the outside world. Iraq Action Coalition:
(202) 224-4651 rmasri@leb.net; www.iragaction.org
It has been ten years and we, too, signed a ceaqg-fitRse Committee on (fyer prepared by)
agreement. It is time to set an example and obey {Higreign Affairs | Feace Sic Justice Works Iraa AIOH BI000

(202) 225-5201

U.N. resolution. Portland, OR 97242 pjw@agora.rdrop.co

call for meeting times! www.rdrop.com/~pjw/Irag.ht




