IRAQ 11 YEARS LATER, JANUARY 16 2002 (continued from front)

Whose No Fly Zones?

Without authorization from the UN, the US and Britain establis
“no-fly zones” over Iraq. The stated objective for these zones w
prevent the northern minority Kurdish population and southern Si
Muslim population from attacks by the secular government of
which is comprised of mostly Sunni Muslims. Under the auspicd
this plan the US and Britain have established constant a
surveillance from bases in adjacent countries.

Since weapons inspectors left in late 1998 (see side bar), these
have dropped bombs on an average of once every three to seve
in an apparent campaign of low level intimidation and terror. Age
France Presse reports that since the “Desert Fox” campaign be
December 1998 these bombings have killed 300 Iraqgis, m
civilians, and wounded hundreds more.

iraq and the War on Terrorism

As the bombing of Afghanistan continues, the Bush administrati
preparing to broaden its so-called “War on Terrorism.” Iraq has repe
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t
been mentioned as a prime candidate, despite the lack of any e EEQ&

linking Iraq with the events of September 11 or the antrhax mailing

In the wake of the “Gulf War” and 11 years of sanctions, the Hu
regime has clearly defied expectations that it would crumble from
The US has made the best of this situation by selling billions in weap
neighboring Arab countries and establishing multiple permanent mili
bases in the region. It is just this type of US involvement that was Ci
Osama bin Laden as one of the reasons for his anger towards Ametji

It is fairly clear that many people in the region, and probably n
people in Iraq, would prefer that Saddam Hussein not be in power ||
alternative were a US-backed government which was installed to
the oil riches of Iraq available to American-based companies, that \
not best serve the interests of the Iraqgi people.

The war on Afghanistan is an entirely different situation, involving arn
groups opposed to the brutal but minimally armed Taliban governmg
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~Inl itga;'sarmament of the region is or
pal of UN Resolution 687 (1991

Weapons of

Mass Destruction

The stepped up bombing of the
“Desert Fox” campaign was
preceded by the voluntary depart
of the UN inspection tea
(UNSCOM) headed by Richarf
Butler. Former UN weapons§
inspector Scott Ritter “argues
1996 UNSCOM had enoug
evidence to verify that Iraq’s
military had been incapacitate
Still the US pressed investigatol$
into confrontations” (Albany Times
Union, 7/18/01). Butler knew his$
report would be used as an excyse

){Sthe US to justify immediatg
ing, so he had the inspectio
evacuate for their own safety.

S'it happens, the bombing in laj¢

8 not only failed to force Iraq t
ﬁmmply with inspections—the
apons team hasn't been allow,

in the country since. The U.§.

%bombed Iraq about 200 tim

jn¢e then, including at least nin¢

nes since September 11th. T

weapons team, UNMOVIC, i

&k iving money from Iraq’s “Oil-
%5- ood” program to sit in itg
offices in New York and wait for the

they can return.
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contrast, the Iraq National Congress, the main opposition group favoy

€

is being applied totally to Irad

the US, is made up of mostly exiled intellectuals living in Europe. Pe

it would be best to accept that Iraq is qualitatively disarmed, lift the san ]

so that the people can regain their health and their economy, and th
steps to encourage a democratic change in leadership.

D

ost scrutinized country in th
agian, while Israel maintain
uclear weapons.
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SAY NO TO BOMBS! SAY NO TO SANCTIONS!
SAY YES TO NONVIOLENT AND LEGAL
- CONFLICT RESOLUTION!

For

Milita

Mi

Voices in the Wilderness/Portland (503) 299-4798
Northwest Vets for Peace (503) 324-1804

of the War Resister’s League (503) 238-0605
Reed College Peace Group

PSU Rearguard (503) 725-2965

more information contact:

ry Draft and Counseling Project

Iwaukie Presbyterian Church
PSU Students for Unity

This flyer

Peace and
PO Box 42456

(503) 236-3065

photo from www.vitw.org

Portland, OR 97242

was prepared January 2002 by the
Justice Works Iraq Affinity Group

e-mail pjw@agora.rdrop.co
www.rdrop.com/~pjw/Iraqg.ht
Contact us about emergency and regular meetings!




Q11 Years Since the “Gulf War”

- Next target of the “War on Terrorism”?
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The “Gulf War” of 1991 proved that the US understands little about the region. The war ended with $addan
Hussein still in power and Irag’s infrastructure destroyed. Sanctions imposed on Irag prevented the repair ¢f civilia
infrastructure such as power generators and water treatment plants.These sanctions supposedly would compel
people of Iraq to rise up and oust Hussein, a US goal but not a UN mandate. The war continues with sangtions &

no-fly zones. The meager Oil-for-Food program, while purporting to ease the suffering of the Iraqgi people
prevented the deaths of several hundred thousand Iragis from easily treatable diseases and starvation.

has nc

The west's treatment of Iraq is only one more catastrophic example of how America’s long-standing ifterven
tion in the region focuses almost totally on oil, and ignores the people that live on top of the oil. These policies rest

in the type of desperation and hatred that lead to the September 11 attacks. The way to stop terrorism is not
a nation of 23 million and then prevent the repair of the facilities necessary to support the populace.

Sanctions

After Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990, the UN establishg
sanctions on Iraq prohibiting all exports and imports other
food or medicine. In April 1991, the “Gulf War” cease fire ( |
Security Council Resolution 687) required Iraq to, among of
things, dismantle its remaining nuclear, biological, and che
weapons programs before sanctions would be lifted.With
of Iraqg’s infrastructure in ruins, the effect of the sanctions
immediate and catastrophic. )

Estimates vary, but a widely respected report by Profef
Richard Garfield of Columbia University states that oy
350,000 children under the age of 5 have died since 1991 bg&na during in February 1991, killing hundreds of
result of sanctions and the aftermath of the war. In Septerﬂﬁé&fcthg?tﬁ:g”:;'tazf;gg{;'{;‘gs{(}%;hﬁfzg ‘1’8;%
2001, an article in the Progressive magazine outlined documents ' '
written by the US Defense Intelligence Agency in 1991 specificd
noting that by destroying water and sewage plants, Irag's w{ DEPLETED URANIUM :

- supply would becomeontaminated
o and thousands would die. LOW Scale
In 1996, the UN redefined the Nuclear War

sanctions program to allow limited oi
sales to ease the suffering of the Ira| _ The 1991 war on Iraq marked the

people. As of November 2001, thig first time the U.S. used ammunition
“Oil-for-Food” program resulted in| tipped with hardended Depleted
UN bureaucracy that held up $4.] Uranium (DU). These bullets and
billion worth of contracts to Irag. Most| a@nti-tank shells could pierce armor—-
items are labeled “dual-use” meanin| With the side-effect of disintegrating
they are items that could have civilial into thousands of tiny radioactive
or military application. Most of these Particles on impact.

holds were initiated by the US. Thq _Although the Iraq Health Ministry
UN will adopt a definite list before| noted an increase in cancer cases| of

May 30, but loosening sanction{ OVver 60% since 1991, most notably
without taking action to rebuild Irag| In Southern Iraq where the U.S.
still offers only meager relief. prosecuted the war, a World Health

Organization study was derailed on
November 29 due to a lobbyin
campaign by Washington.
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“To me [the] worst possible memorial you could have

to those who died at the Pentagon and World Trade DU was also heavily used in the war
Center on September 11th is to kill poor people in other| on Kosovo. It is a suspected cause of
countries by the thousands.” so-called “Gulf War Syndrome.”

-Former US Attorney General Ramsey Clark (UPI 1/2/02)
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